Dear [Congressman or Senator]

Last year’s “Rising Above the Gather Storm” report by the National Academies was the latest in a number of advisory reports sounding the alarm regarding the lack of sufficient and sustained investments in our nation’s research infrastructure, particularly in the physical sciences. The critical nature of such investments to our nation’s future economic, national and homeland security has been the subject of many reports and esteemed panels over the past several years. The Democrats proposed an Innovation Agenda and the President later proposed the American Competitiveness Initiative as part of his State of the Union which called for a doubling of funding in the physical sciences in ten years. Both the House and Senate appropriations subcommittees approved the proposed funding levels for the Office of Science; however, the Energy and Water bill was not completed before the 109th Congress adjourned.

Despite bipartisan support for increasing national investments in science, research facilities and their users are now potentially faced with one of the worst funding situations in years. A Year-Long Continuing Resolution capped at FY06 funding levels will be calamitous for our nation’s science enterprise.  Last year, due to the FY06 budget constraints, hundreds of scientists and technical staff members were laid off, running time at major user facilities was trimmed back and university programs were reduced.  A year-long CR for the Office of Science for FY07 would deepen the existing crisis substantially. [Here is a place to mention your institution’s involvement at Jefferson Lab, what the impacts will be to JLab’s research program and how the cuts will impact you, your research, and your students.]

U.S. global competitiveness is being challenged around the world by countries like China, Singapore, India and Taiwan that are rapidly building their S&T infrastructure while our investments in research are stagnant, particularly in the physical sciences. 

I urge you to request that the Office of Science be funded at $4.1 billion in any spending resolutions for fiscal year 2007 (FY07).  Since the FY07 budget enacted by the House did not exceed the FY06 spending for the Department as a whole, the Office of Science request DOES NOT violate the proposed Continuing Resolution requirement that spending for the Department be held to the FY06 level.  The DOE Office of Science is important to U.S. Science (See http://www.aps.org/policy/tools/grassroots/upload/Grassroots_Resources_2006_DOESCFactSheet.pdf.) by providing facilities for our researchers to conduct cutting edge experiments at the forefront of our field. The Office of Science funds light sources, advanced computing centers, microscopy centers, and accelerators, including Jefferson Lab, and is the largest funder of the physical sciences.  

Please do everything possible to ensure that this opportunity to demonstrate national commitment to the sciences and work for funding of the Office of Science at $4.1B for FY07 in whatever spending resolutions are considered.  If you have any further questions about our institution and how it is affected, please call me at [your own contact information].  Thank you for your help on this critical issue.

Sincerely,

Your name and institution

