November 28, 2005

The Honorable Samuel W. Bodman

Secretary, Department of Energy

U.S. Department of Energy

S-1/Forrestal Building

1000 Independence Ave., SW

Washington, DC 20585

Dear Secretary Bodman:

We are writing on behalf of the over 2000 users of Jefferson Laboratory (JLab) in Newport News, VA to express our deep concern over the negative implications to nuclear physics of the recently adopted Energy and Water Bill. As was noted in a recent bi-partisan “Senate Colloquy” involving Senators Allen, Clinton, Schumer, and Warner, there will be an immediate, negative, and severe impact on the research at both JLab and the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC) at Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL). In fact all of nuclear physics will be impacted, including research being done at university laboratories. The situation is quite dire, and if the FY2007 budget does not restore funds to a more sustainable level, nuclear physics in the United States will enter into a steep decline that cannot possibly be in the best interest of the nation.

As was noted by Senator Warner in the above-mentioned Senate Colloquy, the National Academy of Science has recently released a report titled “Rising Above the Gathering Storm” that underscored the risk to the economic health of the nation if we do not stem the slide in our leadership in science and technology.  In the case of nuclear physics, it can further be argued that scientific infrastructure is also directly critical to national security.  JLab, for instance, produces roughly 25% of the Ph.D.’s in nuclear physics that are awarded in the United States. 

The superb research opportunities offered by JLab and RHIC have ensured America’s worldwide leadership in nuclear physics, and attracted scientists and engineers from around the world. These are young facilities that are in their most productive phases of research in support of the DOE basic science mission. JLab, for instance, is poised to embark on a major program of discovery through a 12 GeV upgrade at a comparatively modest cost. The current budgetary trend in nuclear physics, however, could well force the closure of one of these premier laboratories in the near future. The loss of either one would represent a terrible waste of the taxpayer’s money and a damaging blow to the nation’s scientific infrastructure. The reduction in funding for nuclear physics is occurring at a time when it is increasingly evident that America is facing greatly increased competition in areas related to the physical sciences.  It would seem eminently sensible to protect our national assets now rather than try to repair the damage later at a much greater cost.  

We respectfully request your help in supporting the FY 2006 operations and staffing at laboratories and universities and for ensuring that full support for nuclear physics research is an intrinsic component of the President’s Budget for FY 2007 and beyond. 

